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Legal Background

Notification Date Legal Provision

68/2019-CGST 13-Dec-2019 Sub Rules (4),(5) and (6) inserted to Rule 48 of 

CGST Rules

69/2019-CGST 13-Dec-2019 Notifying 10 e-invoicing portals 

70/2019-CGST 13-12-2019 Seeks to notify the class of registered person 

required to issue e-invoice.

71/2019-CGST 13-12-2019 E-invoice with QR code mandatory w.e.f 01-04-2020

72/2019-CGST 13-12-2019 Notify the class of registered person required to 

issue invoice having QR Code.

13/2020-CGST 21-03-2020 Exempt certain class of registered persons from 

issuing e-invoices and the date for implementation 

of e-invoicing extended to 01.10.2020

88/2020-CGST 10-11-2020 Seeks to implement e-invoicing for the taxpayers 

having aggregate turnover exceeding Rs. 100 Cr 

from 01st January 2021.



Notification No. 68/2019 – Central Tax 

➢ G.S.R(E). - In exercise of the powers conferred by section 164 of the Central Goods
and Services Tax Act, 2017 (12 of 2017), the Central Government hereby makes the
following rules further to amend the Central Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017,
namely:-

➢ 1. (1) These rules may be called the Central Goods and Services Tax (Eighth
Amendment) Rules, 2019.

➢ (2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

➢ 2. In the Central Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017 (hereinafter referred to as the
said rules), in rule 48, after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rules shall be inserted,
namely:-

➢ (4) The invoice shall be prepared by such class of registered persons as may be
notified by the Government, on the recommendations of the Council, by including
such particulars contained in FORM GST INV-01 after obtaining an Invoice
Reference Number by uploading information contained therein on the Common
Goods and Services Tax Electronic Portal in such manner and subject to such
conditions and restrictions as may be specified in the notification.

➢ (5) Every invoice issued by a person to whom sub-rule (4) applies in any manner other
than the manner specified in the said sub-rule shall not be treated as an invoice.

➢ (6) The provisions of sub-rules (1) and (2) shall not apply to an invoice prepared in the
manner specified in sub-rule (4).
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Notification No. 69/2019 – Central Tax
➢ G.S.R....(E).- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 146 of the Central Goods and

Services Tax Act, 2017 (12 of 2017) read with sub-rule(4) of rule 48 of the Central Goods
and Services Tax Rules, 2017 and section 20 of the Integrated Goods and Services Tax Act,
2017 (13 of 2017), the Central Government, on the recommendations of the Council, hereby,
notifies the following as the Common Goods and Services Tax Electronic Portal for the
purpose of preparation of the invoice in terms of sub-rule(4) of rule 48 of the aforesaid rules,
namely:-

▪ (i) www.einvoice1.gst.gov.in;

▪ (ii) www.einvoice2.gst.gov.in;

▪ (iii) www.einvoice3.gst.gov.in;

▪ (iv) www.einvoice4.gst.gov.in;

▪ (v) www.einvoice5.gst.gov.in;

▪ (vi) www.einvoice6.gst.gov.in;

▪ (vii) www.einvoice7.gst.gov.in;

▪ (viii) www.einvoice8.gst.gov.in;

▪ (ix) www.einvoice9.gst.gov.in;

▪ (x) www.einvoice10.gst.gov.in.

➢ Explanation.-For the purposes of this notification, the above mentioned websites mean the
websites managed by the Goods and Services Tax Network, a company incorporated under
the provisions of section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013 (18 of 2013).

➢ 2. This notification shall come into force with effect from the 1stday of January, 2020.
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Notification No. 70/2019 – Central Tax

➢ G.S.R. …..(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-rule (4) to rule

48 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017, the Government, on

the recommendations of the Council, hereby notifies registered person, whose

aggregate turnover in a financial year exceeds one hundred crore rupees, as a

class of registered person who shall prepare invoice in terms of sub-rule (4)

of rule 48 of the said rules in respect of supply of goods or services or both to

a registered person.

➢ 3. This notification shall come into force from the 1st day of April, 2020.
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Notification No. 71/2019 – Central Tax

G.S.R. …..(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by
rule 5 of the Central Goods and Services Tax (Fourth
Amendment) Rules, 2019, made vide notification No.
31/2019 – Central Tax, dated the 28th June, 2019,
published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II,
Section 3, Sub-section (i), vide number G.S.R 457(E),
dated the 28th June,2019, the Government, on the
recommendations of the Council, hereby appoints the 1st
day of April, 2020, as the date from which the provisions of
the said rule, shall come into force.
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Notification No. 72/2019 – Central Tax

➢ G.S.R. …..(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by the sixth proviso to rule 46

of the Central Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017 (hereinafter referred to as the

said rules), the Government, on the recommendations of the Council, hereby notifies

that an invoice issued by a registered person, whose aggregate turnover in a

financial year exceeds five hundred crore rupees, to an unregistered person

(hereinafter referred to as B2C invoice), shall have Quick Response (QR)code:

➢ Provided that where such registered person makes a Dynamic Quick Response (QR)

code available to the recipient through a digital display, such B2C invoice issued by

such registered person containing cross-reference of the payment using a Dynamic

Quick Response (QR) code, shall be deemed to be having Quick Response (QR)

code.

➢ 2. This notification shall come into force from the 1st day of April, 2020.
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Notification No. 13/2020– Central Tax
➢ G.S.R. …..(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-rule (4) of rule 48 of the

Central

➢ Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017(hereinafter referred as said rules), the Government on

➢ the recommendations of the Council, and in supersession of the notification of the

➢ Government of India in the Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue No. 70/2019 –

➢ Central Tax, dated the 13th December, 2019, published in the Gazette of India,

➢ Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (i) vide number G.S.R. 926 (E), dated the

13th

➢ December, 2019, except as respects things done or omitted to be done before such

➢ supersession, hereby notifies registered person, other than those referred to in sub-rules

(2),

➢ (3), (4) and (4A) of rule 54 of the said rules, whose aggregate turnover in a financial year

➢ exceeds one hundred crore rupees, as a class of registered person who shall prepare invoice

➢ and other prescribed documents, in terms of sub-rule (4) of rule 48 of the said rules in

respect

➢ of supply of goods or services or both to a registered person.

➢ 2. This notification shall come into force from the 1st October, 2020.
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Notification No. 88/2020 – Central Tax

➢ G.S.R……(E). - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-rule (4) of rule 48 of the

Central Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017, the Government, on the

recommendations of the Council, hereby makes the following further amendments in

the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Finance (Department

of Revenue), No. 13/2020 – Central Tax, dated the 21st March, 2020, published in

the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (i) vide number

G.S.R. 196(E), dated 21st March, 2020, namely:-

➢ In the said notification, in the first paragraph, with effect from the 1st day of

January, 2021, for the words “five hundred crore rupees”, the words “one

hundred crore rupees” shall be substituted.
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What is E- Invoicing?

a) A invoice which is generated by electronically and eliminating data
entry errors.

b) Standard of e-invoices expected to result in better compliance and
ease for tax payer.

c) E-invoicing law in India is voluntary from January 2020 in phased
manner and compulsory from 1 April 2020 for taxpayers with annual
aggregate turnover over Rs 100 Crores.
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• B2B- Business to Business

• B2G- Business to Government

• Export

• Through eComm. Operators

• Reverse Charge transactions

Type of Transactions
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Benefits of e-Invoicing

➢ One-time reporting of B2B invoices while generation, which reduces

reporting in multiple formats.

➢ Most of the data in form GSTR-1 can be kept ready for filing while using

e-invoicing system.

➢ E-way bills can also be generated easily using e-Invoice data.

➢ There is minimal need for data reconciliation between the books and GST

returns filed.

➢ Real-time tracking of invoices prepared by a supplier can be enabled, along

with the faster availability of input tax credit. It will also reduce input tax

credit verification issues.

➢ Better management and automation of the tax-filing process.

➢ Reduction in the number of frauds as the tax authorities will also have

access to data in real-time.

➢ Elimination of fake GST invoices getting generated.
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Testing for taxpayers with 100 Cr. + Turnover:

➢ For all the notified taxpayers, API sandbox/testing is enabled since 29th

October, 2020

➢ The trial e-invoice portal (https://einvoice1-trial.nic.in/) for testing the upload of

invoices by notified taxpayers through offline utility (bulk generation tool) was

activated from 6th November 2020

➢ Taxpayers need to note that the e-invoices/IRNs and e-way bills generated on

trial einvoice portal (https://einvoice1-trial.nic.in/) are for testing purpose only.

➢ As a facilitation measure, all the GSTINs pertaining to taxpayers with aggregate

turnover above the prescribed limit (as per latest notification) have been enabled

for testing on the trial portal
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➢ In case any registered person is required to start e-invoicing from notified date

but not enabled for testing on trial portal, he/she may request for enablement at

trail portal through the e-invoice Production Portal (https://einvoice1.gst.gov.in

> Registration > e-invoice enablement.

➢ For businesses who are presently using one or other Accounting/Billing/ERP

Systems to create and manage their invoices, there are several modes for API

integration

➢ Some businesses may not have their own ERP/Accounting Software or have

few invoices to report. They can download the free offline utility (‘bulk

generation tool’) from e-invoice portal. Using this, invoice data can be easily

uploaded on IRP for generation of IRN.

Testing for taxpayers with 100 Cr. + Turnover:
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For e-invoicing new portal assigned for testing so for trial

version of e-invoicing go on the following website

Gstn.org
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Step-1 Log into gstn.org
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Step-2

Click on section of Important links 

given there then select option of E-

Invoice in that section
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Then this site will open where temporary templates for e-

invoices are available
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Step-3

For downloading template you can 

download from downloading schema & 

template of ‘E-invoicing’ 
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Template of e-invoicing
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Step-4
Click on the given link for proceeding 

further
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Step-5
Click here for Login for existing user 

and registration of new user
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Step-6
Existing user can log in from here and 

new user can register after clicking in 

register here for e-invoicing
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Step-7
Filling up the required detail user can 

register here

AMAR JEET SINGH & ASSOCIATES  



User can check and validate after filling up the details 

and will click on validate tab to check whether user is 

able for E-Invoice sandbox testing or not.

Step-8
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What will be the workflow involved? 

• The flow of the e-invoice generation, registration and 
receipt of confirmation can be logically divided into 
two major parts. 

• a) The first part being the interaction between the 
business (supplier in case of invoice) and the Invoice 
Registration Portal (IRP). 

• b) The second part is the interaction between the IRP 
and the GST/E-Way Bill Systems and the Buyer. 
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What will be the workflow involved? 
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Part A: Flow from Supplier (commonly known as

seller) to IRP

Step 1 

• It is the generation of the invoice by the seller in his own accounting or

billing system (it can be any software utility that generates invoice including

those using excel or GSTN’s provided Offline Utility). The invoice must

conform to the e-invoice schema (standards) that is published and have the

mandatory parameters. The optional parameters can be according to the

business need of the supplier. The supplier’s (seller’s) software should be

capable to generate a JSON of the final invoice that is ready to be uploaded

to the IRP. The IRP will only take JSON of the e-invoice.
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Step 2 

• They need to generate the unique Invoice Reference Number (IRN) (in

technical terms hash of 3 parameters using a standard and well known hash

generation algorithm e.g. SHA256). This is an optional step. The seller can

also generate this and upload along with invoice data. The 3 parameters which

will be used to generate IRN (hash) are: i. Supplier GSTIN, ii. Supplier’s

invoice number and, iii. Financial year (YYYY-YY). (The IRN or hash

generation algorithm will be prescribed by GSTN in the e-invoice standard).

Step 3 

• They need to upload the JSON of the e-invoice (along with the hash, if

generated) into the IRP by the seller. The JSON may be uploaded directly on

the IRP or through GSPs or through third party provided Apps.
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Step-4

• The IRP will also generate the hash and validate the hash of the uploaded

json, if uploaded by the supplier. The IRP will check the hash from the

Central Registry of GST System to ensure that the same invoice from the

same supplier pertaining to same Fin Year is not being uploaded again. On

receipt of confirmation from Central Registry, IRP will add its signature on

the Invoice Data as well as a QR code to the JSON. The QR code will

contain GSTIN of seller and buyer, Invoice number, invoice date, number of

line items, HSN of major commodity contained in the invoice as per value,

hash etc. The hash computed by IRP will become the IRN (Invoice

Reference Number) of the e-invoice. This shall be unique to each invoice

and hence be the unique identity for each invoice for the entire financial year

in the entire GST System for a taxpayer. [GST Systems will create a central

registry where hash sent by all IRPs will be kept to ensure uniqueness of the

same].
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Step 5

It will involve sharing the uploaded data with GST and e-way bill system. More

details are given in Part-B below. Step 6 will involve returning the digitally

signed JSON with IRN back to the seller along with a QR code. The registered

invoice will also be sent to the seller and buyer on their mail ids as provided in

the invoice
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Part B: Flow from IRP to GST System/E-Way Bill 

System & Buyer

• Step 5a will be to share the signed e-invoice data along
with IRN (same as that has been returned by the IRP to the
seller) to the GST System as well as to E-Way Bill System.

• Step 5b The GST System will update the ANX-1 of the
seller and ANX-2 of the buyer, which in turn will determine
liability and ITC.

• Step 5c E-Way bill system will create Part-A of e-way bill
using this data to which only vehicle number will have to be
attached in Part-B of the e-way bill.
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Direct Invoice Generation on IRP (Invoice Registration 

Portal) 

• Many people think that e-invoice will be generated from government’s tax

portal. This is a myth and invoices will continue to be generated using an

Accounting or a billing software, keeping in view the varied need of item

master, buyer master, UQC etc. along with sub-second response from IR

Portal (IRP). Thus, direct creation/generation of e-invoice from GST portal or

any other government portal is not envisaged/planned. Small taxpayers can

use one of the eight free accounting/billing software currently listed by

GSTN. Also, GSTN will provide Offline Tool where data of an invoice,

generated on paper can be entered which in turn will create JSON file for

uploading on the IRP. Taxpayers can also use one of the commercially

available accounting/billing software for this purpose. All accounting and

billing software companies are being separately asked to adopt the e-invoice

standard so that their users can generate the JSON from the software and

upload the same on the IRP.
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Detailed information required for E-Invoicing 
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Important note

• From Jan 2020, companies with annual turnover > 500 crores 

will begin using e-invoice. Thereafter, as per notifications of the 

Govt, companies will lower turnover will also begin to use e-

invoice
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Is e-invoicing mandatory? To whom will e-invoicing apply?

❑ From 1st January 2021, e-invoicing will be applicable to businesses
exceeding the Rs.100 crore turnover limit in any of the financial
years between 2017-18 to 2019-20. However, e-invoicing shall not be
applicable to the following categories of registered persons,
irrespective of the turnover, as notified in the CBIC Notification
No.13/2020 – Central Tax. An insurer or a banking company or a
financial institution, including an NBFC

❑ A Goods Transport Agency (GTA)

❑ A registered person supplying passenger transportation services

❑ A registered person supplying services by way of admission to the
exhibition of cinematographic films in multiplex services

❑ An SEZ unit (excluded via CBIC Notification No. 61/2020 –
Central Tax)

❑
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The e-Invoice format be the same for all categories of 
taxpayers

• All businesses need to issue e-invoices using the

same e-invoice schema laid down by the GSTN.

The schema has mandatory and non-mandatory

fields. All taxpayers are required to fill mandatory

fields. Specific businesses can use non-mandatory

fields as per their requirement.
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The types of documents that are to be reported into the IRP

The following documents will be covered under e-

Invoicing-Invoices by the supplier

• Credit Notes by the supplier

• Debit Notes by the supplier

• Any other document as required by law to be reported

by the creator of the document
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e-invoice – Help Options:

Any technical issues arising on

• A. e-invoice trial/testing portal (https://einvoice1-trial.nic.in/) or

• B. IRP/Production portal (https://einvoice1.gst.gov.in/) or

• C. Use of e-invoice Offline utilities (bulk generation tools) or

• D. APIs/Sandbox (https://einv-apisandbox.nic.in/),

report on GST Self-Service Portal (https://selfservice.gstsystem.in/)
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• Common errors while reporting invoices to IRP were compiled and made

available on e-invoice portal. The taxpayers may please take note of these

during testing phase itself.

• In case of errors, viz. ‘GSTIN is not active’ or ‘GSTIN is not present in e-

invoice system”, facility is made available so that the GSTIN can be

entered for checking on real time basis with GST portal and update the same.

• On GST portal (Log in > ‘Search Taxpayer’), a new facility was added

recently by which one can view the aggregate turnover slab for a taxpayer.

e-invoice – Help Options:
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https://taxguru.in/goods-and-service-tax/common-errors-reporting-gst-e-invoices-irp.html
https://taxguru.in/goods-and-service-tax/common-errors-reporting-gst-e-invoices-irp.html
https://einvoice1.gst.gov.in/Others/TaxpayerSearch
https://einvoice1.gst.gov.in/Others/TaxpayerSearch
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